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[1] 
Greetings from Napa and Hawaii!  We are excited to share Volume 
XVII, Issue 1 of the Hastings Business Law Journal with you in these 
uncertain times. 
 
Although it seems like the world and law have fundamentally changed 
since the start of the COVID-19, the articles and note in this Issue will feel 
quite normal.  The decision to not publish COVID-19-specific pieces is 
twofold.  First, the nature of laws and regulations related to COVID -19 are 
dynamic and changes are near impossible to predict.  A COVID-19 article 
runs the risk of being outdated and irrelevant within months of its 
publication.  The second and main rationale for publishing non-COVID-19-
related materials is that, despite all the recent upheaval, the practice of law 
continues.  Countless lawyers, judges, and clients are still plodding forward 
and the HBLJ wanted to publish articles in this spirit. 
 
HBLJ is excited to have a diverse set of articles this issue, with topics 
ranging from the impact of technology on corporate governance to the 
constitutionality of IRS Appeals Officers.  Additionally, we are thrilled to 
publish a student note from Kai Thoradarson (Hastings ’21) on the raging 
battle between state regulators and tech behemoths on whether App-based 
workers are employees or independent contractors.  Kai’s note is emblematic 
of the quality of legal scholarship occurring amongst the HBLJ Team.  We 
are excited to share some more fantastic student notes next spring.  
 
We would finally like to extend our deepest thanks to all the fantastic 
members of the HBLJ that made this Issue possible.  Notably, we would like 
to thank our phenomenal Executive Production Editor, Upjeet Cheema 
(Hastings ’21,) for his tireless work on editing this Issue.  Similarly, both our 
junior and senior editors were integral to the quality of this publication. 
 




Lauren Goto and Alex Crutchfield 
Editors in Chief 
Hastings Business Law Journal, Volume XVII 
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